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fit was ea time.of evil,” Dalton 
rumbo reminisced during a recent 
speech on the McCarthy era, “and 
no onton either side who survived it 
‘came through untoucned by evil. 
‘it will do no good to search for vil- 
lains or herots or saints or devils 
because there were none; there were 
only victims... . That is why none 
‘of us—right, left, or cc nter—-emerged 
.from that long nightmare without 
sin.” Trarmbo, one of the ‘Bollywood 
“Ten,” spoke on behalf of those Ike 
himself who were victimized by the 
industry's 
blacklist, "bus his remarks apply to all 
those Americans a generation ago 
who lost jobs, ware summoned be- 
‘fore Congressional commitiees, sent 
to jail or harassed publicly for their 
present or former radical assoct- 
ations, 


With Richard Nixon in the white 


fouse and J. Edgar Hoover still gum- 
-shoeing for subversives, it would be 
premature even today to ring down 
the curtain on that frantic earlier era 
of cold war anti-Cornamunisra. But if 
-the domestic Red-hunt has not yet 
‘passed into history, it decidedly has 
passed ‘into the hands of historians, 
particalanty a prowling schoo! of dis- 
affected younger schelars. These his- 
torians, ‘products of the cold. war 
themselves, reject the basic premises 


“of American anti-Communist ideology, . 


, Whether of the conservative o¢ Nberal 
varicty. Unlike Trusibe, they con- 
. tinue 
or saints or devils” in post-war Amer. 
ican society, 


° . 


anii- Communist” 


‘to search for Villains or heroes a 
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The proponents of this world-view, 
which historians generally term “re- 
visionism,” arsue that Roosevelt's 
statesmanlike efforts at Yalta to es- 
@ post modus vivendi 
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with the Soviet Union were deliber-_ 


ately sabotneged by his successor. 
‘Truman then, ot so the argument 
f£ocs, willingly presided over creation 
of an ageressively anti-Communist 
United States, both ia foreign policy 


Kir, Weinstein, associate professor 


of history at Srnith, is writing a book 


on the problem of subversion in re- 
cent American history. 


and in “internal se curity matters. 
Democrats and Republicans, Tweed- 
ledee and Tweedledurm, proceeded to 
Grag the country into a needless con- 
frontation with the Soviet Union, 
_partly because of pressures from the 
military-industrial interests but also 
because of a national anti- “Communist 
neurosis. 

A mindless search for subversives 
at home was inevitable, according to 
revisionist causality, once the United 


States Government had unleashed the- 


cold war abroad, Both parties com- 
peted in the spy-hunt fantasy; Re- 
publicans in order to rouse voters 
against the Truman Adrainistration, 
Democrats in order to gain support 
for Truman’s anti-Soviet foreign pro- 
grams. The lon# nightmare of witch- 


hunting, again according to this’ ‘ana- 


lysis, was a natural byproduct of 
America’s global aggresgivencss. 
‘Most: cold war revizi 


nists have + 
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“concentrated | on “American foreign 


policy, but some younger scholars 


holding this perspective have began 

examining the domestic cold war, 
largely in order to apportion blame 
for such developments as the Truman 
loyalty program, Congressional. Ked- 


baiting, the rise and fall of Joe Me-- 


Carthy, and the role ef American 
‘Journalism in the cold war. Three of 


. the works under review gulp down 


generous helpings of the revisionist 
argument while the fourth hardly rec 
ognizes that there exists an Aeeument 
to swallow. Each of the three revi- 
Sionist studies, like others of their 


Kind, face the difficulty Trumbo al-' 


ludes to; they attempt to explain the 
recent past before having forgiven it. 

One of the writers in question, 
James. Aronson, continuas 
the battles of that past. Aronson, an 
unrecenstructed old left newspaper: 
man and former editor of the Na- 
tional Guardian, assails the Arnerican 
press for complicity in the cold war. 
His myopic assertion that the entire 
press has avoided “basic criticism of 


national policies” and that the entire 


‘fourth. estate has become “a volun- 


tary arm of established power” wil! 
come as a revelation both to w Jorking 
newsmen and to the Vice Prosident, 

Aronson offers himself as a some- 
what. battered Ishmael, shipwreclzed 
during the McCarthy era’s political 


‘storms but now returned to tell the 


‘tale. He appears to believe that dur-: 


ing that period, to which he devotes 
half his book, almost all Amevican: 
newspapers but the National Guar. 
uy — sr suppressed or distorted’ 


aws.”- 
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